Essay rubric
A good essay is a convincing essay. It gives a clear answer to the question right up front and then gives reasons why that
answer is true. The first paragraph, also called the thesis paragraph, needs to contain both the answer and the main points that
show why the answer is true. After the thesis paragraph come at least three main body paragraphs, each of which introduces
one of the main points in a topic sentence that relates back to the thesis in terms of cause and effect. The remainder of each
paragraph then presents and analyzes your evidence. It's not enough to list facts; you also have to explain how they prove
your point. The final paragraph is your conclusion. Here you quickly summarize your answer to the question and then go one
step further to tell me, "So what?" If your answer is true, what does that explain? If this one thing is true, what else is true?
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